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Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural Resource  

Operations & Rural Development 
 
 

Peace Region Proposed Wildlife Regulation 
Changes for 2020-2022 

 
 

Introduction 
 
This document summarizes proposed changes to the hunting regulations currently under 
consideration in the Peace Region. These changes, if implemented, will be effective and appear 
in the Hunting and Trapping Regulations Synopsis beginning July 1, 2020.  
This document is intended to provide background information and rationale to assist in 
consultation on the proposed regulation changes. 
 

 
Modified: 15-08-2019 
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List of acronyms 

FLNRORD – Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 

GOS – General Open Season 

LEH – Limited Entry Hunt 

PMU – Population Management Unit 

SOFT-10 – Spike or Fork or Tripalm or 10 points 

WMU – Wildlife Management Unit 

AAH – Annual Allowable Harvest  
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Open Mule Deer ‘Any Buck’ GOS 
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to establish an ‘any buck’ GOS for mule deer from October 24th to 31st 
(inclusive) in WMUs 7-33 to 7-36, 7-44 to 7-58.  
 
Background 
 
The 2018 aerial inventory showed a buck ratio of 25 per 100 does, post-harvest. The current 
GOS is for 4-point or greater bucks. A ratio of three 4-point bucks or greater per 100 does was 
observed during the aerial inventory, post-harvest. Hunter success has been declining since 
2010 but effort has remained stable.  
 
Rationale 
 
Allowing an ‘any buck’ hunt would reduce pressure on the mature bucks (4-point or greater). 
Timing the hunt for late-October would also aid as preventable measure to avoid the over-
harvest of bucks, as they are not in full rut and still show summer behavioural patterns making 
them more difficult to hunt. Hunters who are successful during the ‘any buck’ season would no 
longer be targeting the mature 4-point bucks during the November GOS, thus reducing hunting 
pressure on the mature class of bucks. FLNRORD expects that this change will result in a 
moderate increase in harvest but will shift the harvest distribution to other age classes. This will 
be a short season to prevent a significant increase in harvest. The October 24th to 31st dates do 
not overlap with long weekends or other popular hunting seasons, thus the season time is 
expected to cater primarily to local hunters.  
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Close Moose ‘Any Bull’ GOS  
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to close the August 23rd to August 31st ‘any bull’ GOS for moose in WMUs 
7-34, 7-44, 7-45, 7-57 and 7-58.  
 
Background 
 
The majority of WMUs in the Peace Region currently have an August 23rd to 31st ‘any bull 
moose GOS followed by an antler-restricted GOS (SOFT-10 antler restrictions). These 
regulations are intended to provide a diversity of hunting opportunity while limiting bull 
harvest to a sustainable level. The Provincial Framework for Moose Management in BC 
identifies a minimum target bull to cow ratio of 30 bulls per 100 cows, post-hunt. This target is 
a conservative target (based on relevant literature) that ensures the majority of cows in a 
moose population are successfully bred in a timely manner.  
 
WMU 7-34 
The latest moose survey showed that the moose density in WMU 7-34 has declined by 51% 
since 1997 and the bull to cow ratio was 21:100. Big game harvest data indicates hunter effort 
is increasing but harvest rates are declining which supports concerns regarding moose 
population declines. 
 
WMU 7-44 
The regulation change in WMU 7-44 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address low bull to cow ratios in the broader 
North Peace Game Management Zone by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose 
populations. Big game harvest data indicates hunter effort is stable but harvest rates are 
decreasing which supports concerns regarding moose population declines. FLNRORD continues 
to review moose management across the region.  
 
WMU 7-45 
The regulation change in WMU 7-45 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address declining bull to cow ratios (32:100 as 
per the 2019 inventory) by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. 
FLNRORD continues to review moose management across the region. The most recent moose 
inventory in 2019 showed a decline of 65% since 2006. Big game harvest data indicates hunter 
effort is stable but harvest rates are decreasing which supports concerns regarding moose 
population declines. 
 
WMU 7-57 
The regulation change in WMU 7-57 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. Big 
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game harvest data indicates hunter effort and harvest rates are declining but the low-density 
population is stable. FLNRORD continues to review moose management across the region.  
 
WMU 7-58 
The regulation change in WMU 7-58 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address low bull to cow ratios (23:100 as per 
2017 inventory) by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. Big game 
harvest data indicates hunter effort is increasing but harvest rates are stable which supports 
concerns regarding moose population declines. FLNRORD continues to review moose 
management across the region.  
 
Rationale  
 
Significant declines in moose populations have been documented within some of these WMUs 
and adjacent areas, based on recent inventory data, big game harvest data, and the traditional 
ecological knowledge of local First Nations. Current bull to cow ratios are at or below targets. 
Harvest of bulls in WMUs 7-34 and 7-45 have exceeded the 20% target for harvest of bull 
moose. July through August is a particularly important time for the practice of First Nations 
harvesting and associated Treaty rights.  
 
Immediate government action is required in response to new information to support the 
protection and recovery of moose populations and to ensure First Nations are able to exercise 
their Treaty rights to harvest moose for sustenance and cultural purposes. 
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Amend Moose ‘SOFT-10’ GOS to ‘Bow Only SOFT-10’ GOS During the 
Rut  
 

Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to amend the moose ‘SOFT-10’ GOS during October 1st-15th to a ‘bow 
only SOFT-10’ GOS in WMUs 7-44, 7-45, 7-57 and 7-58.   
 
Background 
 
The majority of WMUs in the Peace Region currently have a moose ‘SOFT-10’ season 
September 1st to October 31st. These regulations are intended to provide a diversity of hunting 
opportunity while limiting bull harvest to a sustainable level. The Provincial Framework for 
Moose Management in BC identifies a minimum target bull to cow ratio of 30 bulls per 100 
cows, post-hunt. This target is a conservative target (based on relevant literature) that ensures 
the majority of cows in a moose population are successfully bred in a timely manner.  
 
WMU 7-44 
The regulation change in WMU 7-44 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address low bull to cow ratios in the broader 
North Peace Game Management Zone by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose 
populations. Big game harvest data indicates hunter effort is stable but harvest rates are 
decreasing which supports concerns regarding moose population declines. FLNRORD continues 
to review moose management across the region.  
 
WMU 7-45 
The regulation change in WMU 7-45 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address declining bull to cow ratios (32:100 as 
per the 2019 inventory) by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. The 
most recent moose inventory in 2019 showed a decline of 65% since 2006. Big game harvest 
data indicates hunter effort is stable but harvest rates are decreasing which supports concerns 
regarding moose population declines. FLNRORD continues to review moose management 
across the region. 
 
WMU 7-57 
The regulation change in WMU 7-57 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. Big 
game harvest data indicates hunter effort and harvest rates are declining but the population is 
stable but in low density. FLNRORD continues to review moose management across the region.  
 
WMU 7-58 
The regulation change in WMU 7-58 is considered an interim measure to support local First 
Nations’ harvest opportunity and to immediately address low bull to cow ratios (23:100 as per 
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2017 inventory) by alleviating licensed hunting pressure on moose populations. Big game 
harvest data indicates hunter effort is increasing but harvest rates are stable which supports 
concerns regarding moose population declines. FLNRORD continues to review moose 
management across the region.  
 
Rationale 
 
Significant declines in moose population have been documented within these some WMUs and 
adjacent areas, based on inventory data, harvest statistics and the traditional ecological 
knowledge of local First Nations. Current bull to cow ratios are at or below targets in some 
WMUs. Harvest of bulls in WMUs 7-45 have exceeded the 20% target for harvest of bull moose. 
July through August is a particularly important time for the practice of First Nations harvesting 
and associated treaty rights.  
 
Immediate government action is required in response to new information to support the 
protection and recovery of moose populations and to ensure First Nations are able to exercise 
their Treaty rights to harvest moose for sustenance and cultural purposes. 
 
The October 1st-15th period corresponds with the rut when bull moose are the most vulnerable 
to harvest. FLNRORD will mitigate the loss of licensed hunting opportunities by replacing with a 
‘bow only SOFT-10’season.  FLNRORD expects a moderate reduction of licensed harvest. 
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Close Moose ‘Antlerless Youth-Only’ LEH Season  
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to close the moose ‘antlerless youth-only’ LEH season in WMUs 7-33, 7-
34, 7-35 and 7-44.  
 
Background 

 
Currently there is a youth-only LEH allocating one tag in four (4) different WMUs for cow or calf 
moose. This LEH was originally established as a tool to receive biological samples from 
successful hunters but the number of authorizations was reduced and no samples were 
submitted.  
 
Rationale 
 
Biological samples have not been submitted and the LEH survey reports suggest that this 
hunting opportunity has not been used by hunters. FLNRORD considers that there is little 
benefit in maintaining the antlerless moose LEH season. With new initiatives to increase moose 
densities in selected WMUs of the Peace Region, antlerless harvest is not currently supported. 
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Shorten Elk ‘Antlerless’ GOS 
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
Shorten the Elk ‘antlerless’ GOS from September 15th – October 31st  to September 15th –
October 15th in the Agricultural Zone of the Peace Region, including WMUs 7-32, 7-33, 7-34 and 
parts of 7-20, 7-21, 7-35, 7-45 and 7-46. 
 
Background 
 
In 2008, liberal hunting measures were implemented in the Agricultural Zone of the Peace 
Region to reduce crop depredation by elk. These measures were designed to reduce the density 
of elk. The harvest nearly doubled in the Agricultural Zone and about half of the harvest is 
composed of antlerless animals. In 2018, FLNRORD conducted a population inventory (Gagné-
Delorme, 2018) and found that the current population has been reduced by 37% since 2007. 
 
The current elk density seems to be adequate to stakeholders and therefore FLNRORD is 
proposing to reduce antlerless harvest to stabilize the population and maintain the current 
population size at approximately 5,000 elk. The current ‘antlerless’ elk GOS is September 15th to 
October 31st. The current antlerless harvest is between 700-800 animals, and results from the 
2018 inventory suggest that an annual harvest of 500 antlerless elk would maintain the current 
elk density. 
 
Rationale 
 
The elk population within the Peace Region’s Agricultural Zone has sustained a high level of 
harvest since 2008– almost 30% of the population annually, with half of these elk being 
antlerless. Antlerless elk (cows and calves) survival rates are the main factor affecting 
population growth and density. FLNRORD aims to reduce the antlerless harvest in order to 
maintain the current elk population size. The ‘antlerless’ GOS will be reduced by two weeks, 
leaving a month of GOS for licensed hunters. This regulation change is expected to have a 
moderate reduction of the antlerless harvest. The shortening will affect the tail end of the 
season, as requested by local stakeholders. During that time, the bull elk GOS will still be open. 
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Close Elk ‘Either Sex’ LEH season 
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to close the elk ‘either sex’ LEH season.  
 
Background 
 
The main purpose of the elk LEH is to prevent population increase and keep elk off cultivated 
lands in the wintertime, which can be better achieved via an antlerless harvest.  For elk, it is 
generally accepted that a ratio of 35 bulls per 100 cows is sufficient to ensure most cows are 
bred. Although the most recent survey (Gagné-Delorme, 2018) has shown the bull to cow ratio 
as above provincial target (37 per 100), there was a low ratio of mature bulls, 6-point or 
greater.  
 
Rationale 
 
Harvesting bull elk during the LEH season does not alleviate conflicts with agricultural producers 
on cultivated land. Harvesting bulls in the wintertime has a limited effect on the population, 
and therefore is not an effective measure for maintaining the current elk density. The 2017 
Agricultural Zone elk inventory showed a ratio of 5 mature bulls (6-point or greater) per 100 
cows and, as a result from stakeholders’ concerns, FLNRORD aims to increase the bull ratio.  
 
Closing the elk ‘either sex’ LEH season will focus harvest on the antlerless segment of the 
population only. This proposed regulation change is expected to have a small impact on the 
overall harvest. 
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Issue Elk and Mule Deer ‘Antlerless’ LEH Authorizations by WMU 
 
Proposed regulation change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to issue elk and mule deer ‘antlerless’ LEH authorizations by individual 
WMU rather than at the Agricultural Zone scale (7-20A). 
 
Background 
 
The 2017 elk inventory highlighted that elk are more plentiful north of the Peace River. 
Licensed hunters have asked to issue LEH authorizations proportionally to elk abundance within 
individual WMUs rather than by the entirety of the Agricultural Zone. 
 
Recent inventory results showed that mule deer are more abundant north of the Peace River. 
Issuing LEH by individual WMU would help distribute the hunting pressure according to mule 
deer abundance. These regulation changes will likely increase hunter satisfaction. 
 
Rationale 
 
Issuing LEH authorizations by WMU will allow for targeted harvest of elk and mule deer where 
they are the most abundant, reduce hunting pressure in areas of low abundance, increase 
hunter satisfaction, and be a more effective tool to address crop depredation. This change will 
simplify regulations for licensed hunters and facilitate compliance and enforcement work. 
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Establish Mountain Goat LEH in the Yash-Yedhe Area 
 
Proposed regulation change 

FLNRORD is proposing to establish a new LEH season for mountain goats in the Yash-Yedhe area 

within the Muskwa-Toad PMU. The season would proceed during the dates of August 15th to 

November 15th (inclusive).  

Background 

Currently, there is a hunting closure for the Yash-Yedhe area (WMU 7-51, Map 1) but results 

from the latest inventory (Bridger 2018) suggest that the population can sustain a conservative 

harvest that is best managed through LEH. The recent population estimate of 208 mountain 

goats is well above the minimum threshold for hunted populations (> 50 adult goats) as per the 

BC Mountain Goat Harvest Procedures. 

Rationale 

This population is at a level that can sustain licensed harvest pressure, particularly with a 2% 

harvest rate applied (target harvest of four (4) goats each year), which will be reassessed in the 

following 3–5 years post-implementation. The range of LEH authorizations will be 1 to 50, with 

an initial release of six authorizations for resident hunters and an annual quota of one for non-

resident hunters. Opening of an LEH season would provide a hunting opportunity that would be 

highly sought-after by licensed hunters.  Maintaining relatively few authorizations through LEH 

and a low quota for the overlapping guide-outfitter would pose little conservation concern to 

the population, while allowing FLNRORD to closely monitor harvest through compulsory 

inspections.  



13 | P a g e  

 

 

Map 1: Yash-Yedhe Mountain Goat Population Unit 
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Replace Mountain Goat GOS with an LEH season for the Kluachesi 
PMU 
 
Proposed Regulation Change 
 
FLNRORD is proposing to establish a new LEH zone for mountain goats in the Kluachesi PMU 
(WMU 7-50). The season would proceed during the dates of August 25th to October 15th 
(inclusive). The boundary for the LEH zone would encompass the Kluachesi PMU (Map 2) and 
include the eastern portion of MU 7-50. 
 
Background 
 
Currently, mountain goats are harvested in a GOS from August 25th to October 15th in MU 7-50. 
The Kluachesi PMU was surveyed in 2017; the population estimate was 114 and the kid to adult 
ratio was lower than surrounding areas (23 kids per 100 adults). Since 2015, the annual harvest 
rate has been exceeding the target harvest rate of 3% recommended for a population this size 
(BC Mountain Goat Harvest Procedure). For the 2015-2018 period, the average annual harvest 
was 9 mountain goats, which equates to a harvest rate of 7.7%. 
 
Rationale 
 
FLNRORD proposes to close the GOS and open an LEH. This will allow for more control over the 
number of mountain goats harvested. The season dates will remain the same (August 25th to 
October 15th, inclusive). An LEH will allow close monitoring of the harvest and achieve the 
target harvest recommended by the provincial guidelines. The AAH will be two (2) goats (2% of 
the population) which will be reassessed yearly after implementation. The range of LEH 
authorizations will be 1 to 50, with an initial release of six authorizations for resident hunters. 
Non-resident quota will be one (1) goat every second year. Maintaining relatively few 
authorizations through LEH, and low quota for the overlapping guide-outfitters will ensure that 
the harvest level is sustainable. 
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Map 2: Kluachesi Mountain Goat Population Unit 
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New Plains Bison LEH/GOS Zones 
 
Proposed Regulation Change 

FLNRORD will create four new LEH/GOS zones to achieve area-specific harvest objectives. 
 
Background 

The Pink Mountain Plains Bison herd has been fluctuating around 1,000 individuals according to 
the most recent inventory data. FLNRORD, as well as local stakeholders and First Nations have 
noticed that bison are now seen at the edges or outside of the LEH zones that they can be 
harvested by hunters with LEH authorizations. FLNRORD wants to prevent further range 
expansion and reduce the population to 700 ± 200 bison. 
 
Rationale 

A GOS will be established in zones A and D (Map 3) to limit bison further expansion to the north 
and to the south of their current range. This will help maintain the bison within the Sikanni 
valley area and limit the potential for range expansion in areas where they are not desirable 
and could be competing with other big-game species. Local First Nations have expressed 
concerns over bison moving to areas where they would be competing with native wildlife 
species. To achieve this, new LEH/GOS zones will be created and different harvest targets will 
be applied, as presented in Table 1. The maximum AAH will be 170 bison/year. Prior to 2019, 
the AAH was 100 bison/year. FLNRORD would make it mandatory to report any bison harvest 
(LEH or GOS) and submission of a DNA sample (ear tip). This will allow FLNRORD to track the 
harvest trends in each zone and collect biological samples. 
 
Table 1: LEH/GOS zones and harvest targets for 2020-2022 

Zone: A B C D 

Objective: Decrease bison 
occupancy, Keep 
hunting/hazing 
pressure high 

Maintain bison 
density (core)  

Maintain bison 
density (core) 

Decrease bison 
occupancy, Keep 
hunting/hazing 
pressure high 

Target harvest 
rate: 

20% of 100 bison* 15% of 200 bison* 10-15% of 400 
bison* 

20% of 100 bison* 

Target harvest 
(resident and non-
resident 
combined) 

20 – 30 bison 30 - 40 bison 40-70 bison 20 – 30 bison 

Season dates September 1st to 
January 31st of the 
following year 

October 1st to 
January 31st of the 
following year 

October 1st to 
January 31st of the 
following year 

September 1st to 
January 31st of the 
following year 

Type of Hunt, 
Range of 
Authorization: 

GOS LEH, 100-150 LEH, 150-200 GOS 
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*Based on estimated bison distribution in winter 
 

 
Map 3: Plains Bison Hunting zones: A and D will be GOS, B and C will be LEH 
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Trapper Mountain Access Restriction 
 

Proposed Regulation Change 

FLNRORD is proposing a Year-Round Motor Vehicle Closure on the Dickebush Creek/Trapper 

Mainline Road (permit R10239) in WMU 7-21 (subzone K) for the newly constructed road in the 

Trapper Mountain area. 

Background and Rationale 

A forest licensee proposed to harvest merchantable timber near the base of Trapper Mountain 

(within WMU 7-21K, Map 4). Currently, this area has a short access trail and mountain goat hunters 

have challenging access to reach Trapper Mountain. The proposed block layout and road network is 

expected to improve hunter access potentially resulting in high harvest rates, which may adversely 

affect the long-term viability of the mountain goat PMU. Implementing a year-round motor vehicle 

closure for the new road (Map 4) is required to reduce hunter access and mitigate recreational ATV 

and snowmobile impacts during the non-hunting season. The forest licensee would also be required 

to apply for a permit for motor vehicles to operate on the newly built road to conduct forest 

harvest and silviculture practices post-harvest. This proposed change is part of a First Nations 

request to address concerns of increased access and potential over-hunting. 

 

Map 4: Trapper Creek Area, new road showed in green  
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Replace Caribou GOS with LEH Season for the Pink Mountain Herd 
 

Proposed Regulation Change 

FLNRORD is proposing to replace the Pink Mountain Caribou GOS with an LEH in WMUs 7-42 and 

northern portion of 7-57 for 5-point bulls or greater.  

Background  

Northern Mountain Caribou are Threatened under the Species at Risk Act and a Special Concern 

species under COSEWIC. The Pink Mountain caribou herd is approximately 350 animals and is 

believed to be slowly declining. FLNRORD implemented a predator control program in 2018 to 

support caribou recovery efforts. The current hunting regulation in WMU 7-42 and the northern 

portion of 7-57 is a GOS for 5-point bulls or greater, which results in a harvest of 6.8 caribou/year 

(average of last 5 years of data). Current guidance recommends an Annual Allowable Harvest of 3.5 

caribou/year for blue-listed herds with declining populations. 

Rationale 

The Pink Mountain herd is believed to be declining with a population estimate of 350 individuals 

with low bull:cow (24:100) and calf:cow ratios (23:100). Predator control was implemented in 2018 

to support the herd’s recovery and address one source of mortality. The data suggest that the 

current harvest rate is approximately 2% of the population rather than the 1% recommended. First 

Nation communities have expressed concern over the continued licensed caribou harvest and 

potential adverse impacts to the herd’s survival. An LEH would allow FLNRORD to have more control 

over the number of harvested animals. The AAH will be 3 caribou/year. The range of LEH 

authorizations will be 1 to 50, with an initial release of six authorizations for resident hunters 

and an annual quota of one caribou every second year for non-resident hunters (non-resident 

split set at 25%). Compulsory inspections are mandatory for caribou, enabling FLNRORD to adjust 

the LEH authorizations as needed.   
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Increase Wolf Bag Limit to 10, Region-wide 
 

Proposed Regulation Change 

FLNRORD is proposing to increase the bag limit for wolves, allowing hunters to harvest up to 10 

wolves annually. 

Background 

The current hunting regulations allow a licensed hunter to harvest up to three wolves each year 

within the Peace Region. Verbal reports from many stakeholders and First Nations in the region, 

suggest that the wolf population in the Northeast appears to be very high, relative to levels in 

recent history. This has been substantiated by recent wolf monitoring efforts by FLNRORD to 

support caribou recovery. Increased wolf populations can have negative impacts on wild ungulates 

as well as cattle. This proposal provides an opportunity for licenced hunters to harvest more wolves 

and provide an opportunity for the public to support the government-led predator removal 

programs in support of caribou recovery. Regionally, members of the public have shown interest in 

supporting wolf reduction to support ungulate populations.  

Rationale 

These changes are not expected to have a dramatic effect on wolf harvest; however, FLNRORD 

expects two key effects: First, increasing the bag limit to 10 would allow a licensed hunter who is 

effective at harvesting wolves to take up to 10 wolves, which may have a targeted effect. Second, 

this would also allow ranchers to protect livestock without exceeding the annual harvest limit and 

other stakeholders have an opportunity to remove wolves and support caribou recovery initiatives.  
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