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Note to recreation stakeholders regarding re-opening of recreation sites.  

Recreation Sites and Trails BC’s plan to re-open recreation sites and trails in the weeks ahead. 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC is taking a cautious and deliberate approach to safely lift closures 
that have been in place, focusing initially on reopening recreation sites to day-use activities on 
May 14, 2020. Camping at most recreation sites will begin on June 1, 2020. 
 
While it won’t quite be business as usual, starting May 14 many recreation sites will be open for 
day-use. This includes access to most beaches, trails, boat launches, docks, picnic tables, and pit 
toilets. However, some communal facilities that don’t easily allow for physical distancing may 
remain closed, including playgrounds, picnic shelters, hotsprings and backcountry cabins.  
Camping at most recreation sites will become available on June 1 to accommodate overnight 
visitors. All services and facilities that are opened will be operated and maintained in accordance 
with Provincial Health Officer guidelines and cleaning procedures.   
Recreation sites and trails that experience levels of use that cannot be adequately managed for 
community, public, staff and volunteer safety will remain closed until it is safe to reopen at a 
later date. 
   
We know that many of your members are keen to get outdoors and visit recreation sites and 
trails. As we begin our phased re-opening, it is critical that everyone continue to follow physical 
distancing requirements and wash or sanitize hands frequently. Visitors are responsible for 
ensuring they bring hygiene products (e.g., hand sanitizer).  Visitors also need to take personal 
responsibility for their own safety, refraining from touching surfaces unnecessarily and washing 
hands or using hand sanitizer frequently.   
 
These are uncertain times, and we commit to keep you informed of our re-opening efforts 
moving forward. Our response to managing recreation sites and trails during the COVID-19 
pandemic is and will continue to evolve and we appreciate your support and understanding as 
direction from the Provincial Health Officer may change in the months ahead. For more 
information please refer to sitesandtrailsbc.ca. 
 
We appreciate your continued support of British Columbia’s network of valued recreation sites 
and trails.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
John Hawkings 
Director, Recreation Sites and Trails, BC 
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